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(1) The gunmen reportedly laughed and giggled as they tossed bombs and fired at students,
apparently targeting at particular minority-group students, athletes and others who had mocked
them. —International Herald Tribune, April, 22, '99
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( 2) Mr. Harris and Mr. klebold were members of a group of 10 to 20 white male students
known as “the Trench Coat Mafia,” the police said. The group was described as social misfits
and white supremacists who dressed in black and were fixated with violence, death and dark
Gothic fantasies. —International Herald Tribune, April 22, *99

RICHAHFHOERIMA, F FTL LM HRMEA SNV, WL DHTRE &
Pl T

1.2 RAETAPEREH 2 BBE TORMR

(7 +HEEE A2 R#)

( 3) Did the sensibilities created by the modern video kill games play a role in the Littleton

massacre ? Apparently so. —U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 3, '99, p.14.

(4) If we want to avoid more Littleton-style massacres, we will begin taking the social effects of

the killing games more seriously. —U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 3, '99, p.14.

(5) The two became “obsessed” with the violent videogame Doom — an interactive game in
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which the players try to rack up the most kills — and played it every afternoon.
—Newsweek, May 3, '99, p.26.
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(6 ) Most children and teenagers who temporarily became obsessed with violence whether it be
in pulp novels, films, or video games, do not act on violent fantasies.
—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 3, '99, p.21.
(7) “Psychology cannot explain the enormous variations of behavior,” says Robert Coles,
“including the fact that millions of kids listen to the same rock music or see the same videos —
that Harris and Klebold did and never commit murder.”
—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 10, '99, p.22.
( 8 ) Patricia Greenfield, a psychology professor at UCLA, has studied the relationship between
video games and intelligence and finds a positive correlation. Her research attributes an
increase in worldwide “nonverbal IQ” ( spatial skills, the use of icons for problem solving and
the ability to understand things from multiple viewpoints ) to the spread of video games.
—TIME, May 10, '99, p.50.
( 9) Children who grow up with a sense of place and character know the difference between
the gunfire on television and real gunfire ; they know the difference between the fake deaths of
movie actors and the final deaths that can be inflicted on others.
—International Herald Tribune, April 23, '99
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(10) “They were anti-everything,” as one student put it. In a school that celebrated life, they
obsessed over death. In a place where teens respected prayer and church, they professed to

despise God. —U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 3, '99, p.19.
( 11 ) Maybe Eric and Dylan suffered from some organic psychosis that even the most loving
and attentive parents couldn’t cure. —TIME, May 3, '99, p.40.

( 12 ) In fact, it appears, Harris was a psychopath, who advertised his dark side nearly
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everywhere he went. ....Harris was taking Luvox, an anti-depressant similar to Prozac that’s
often prescribed for depression and obsessive-compulsive disorder. ... Some psychologists
believe Harris may have suffered from a particular type of antisocial disorder known as

“malignant narcissism.” —U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 10, '99, p.18.
( 13 ) Out of feelings of inferiority grow ceremonies, sacred rituals and symbols of counterfeit
power—swastikas, trench coats. —TIME, May 3, ’99, p.88.

(14) Both Harris and Klebold became enamored of Nazi culture, and learned enough German to
berate their classmates. —Newsweek, May 3, '99, p.27.
(15) They reportedly wore swastikas on black shirts, spoke German in the halls, reenacted
World Warll battles, played the most vicious video games, talked about whom they hated,
whom they would like to kill. Harris and Klebold liked to bowl: when Harris made a good shot,
he would throw his arm up, “Heil Hitler! ” —TIME, May 3, ’99, p.27.
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( 16 ) Students said the gunmen did not blend in with other students, but seemed quiet and
inoffensive. One student described the Harris family as “really nice people, caring people, a
really good family, good parents.” —International Herald Tribune, April 22, "99
(17') Klebold's father Thomas is a former geophysicist. His mother Susan worked with blind
and disabled kids at the local community college. Harris' father Wayne was a decorated Air
Force pilot. —TIME, May 3, '99, p.34.
(18) “It's a myth that behind any horrific act like this there must be some kind of longtime
trauma or abuse,” says Black, the author of Bad Boys, Bad Men. “Most antisocial children I
treat have pretty normal parents and pretty ordinary home lives.”

—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 10, '99, p.19.
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(19) “Eric is a very bright young man who is likely to succeed in life,” said the termination
report on Harris. As for Klebold, he too was “intelligent enough to make any dream a reality,
but he needs to understand hard work is part of it.”

—TIME, May 3, '99, p.36.
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( 20 ) There seems to be a genetic component to the vulnerability that can turn into antisocial-
personality disorder. It is only a tiny bend in the twig, but depending on how the child grows
up, the bend will be exaggerated or straightened out. Such aspects of temperament as
“irritability, impulsivity, hyperactivity and a low sensitivity to emotions in others are all
biologically based,” says psychologist James Garbarino of Cornell University.
—Newsweek, May 3, '99, p.34.

(21) For both political and scientific reasons—and it’s often impossible to disentangle the two—
everything from criminality to addictive disorders to sexual orientation is seen today less as a
matter of choice than of genetic destiny. Even basic personality is looking more and more like a
genetic legacy. Nearly every week there is a report of a new gene for one trait or another.
Novelty seeking, religiosity, shyness, the tendency to divorce, and happiness ( or the lack of it )
are among the traits that may result in part from a gene, according to a new research.

—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, April 21, '99, p.73.
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(22 ) The conclusions emerging from interdisciplinary research, however, are not so simple-
minded as to argue that violence is in the genes, or murder in the folds of the brain’s frontal
lobes. —Newsweek, May 3, '99, p.32.
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(23) In other children, constant exposure to pain and violence can make their brain’s system of
stress hormones unresponsive. ...... These are the kids with antisocial personalities. They
typically have low heart rates and impaired emotional sensitivity. Their signature is a lack of
empathy, and their sensitivity to the world around them is practically nonexistant,

—Newsweek, May 3, '99, p.33.

4HmEHH@W%%ﬁHﬂWW)K;ék\2Au%$ﬁ&0§%?5@$%ﬁtxﬁﬁé
n%%ﬁ%%ﬁ%%ntﬁ\%ﬁzﬁuﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁt@#bf@oto%Lfﬁuﬂﬁotﬁ\
%@%ﬁw\%ﬁéh6:t%mot\kﬁtfwéﬁ\:nkuﬁﬂK4H%EHH®Wﬁﬁ
%@JH\%Kﬁ@ﬁﬁ@%%E%TM&#otL\T—WA(@)TW%ﬁﬁfﬁot\kﬁﬁ
waéoﬁ%ﬁuuﬁwéwﬁ%éoL#LZAdbvy+:—bv747kw5ﬁM%@K
FIBLTED, ZOEMIELICHAIIZZTANDL AL BT822 - -EMTH 2,
HONICHETEOH 2 4EETH ), [ERHH] OZHIIERTH 2,
k%ﬁk@%&m\ﬂﬁ%\ﬁ%W%&mﬁmab\$A%ﬁﬁb&wﬁ%®%%um‘ﬁ%
OIS NN, KBORE. AVROBEIM D> TWwd, ZRORKEIZTT AL
—YaYERRL. R NOBEEEZFATYL, 202N YEKRICBT A HENHERF R L
22 ADRBA DB TIZ 20,

I.9 JCREO—MVEE
( 24 ) Many of the reputed perpetrators apparently felt like outsiders. They were not star
athletes or school leaders but kids who were out of the mainstream—unhappy, searching for
their place, and suffering ridicule. —U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, June 6, ‘99, p.40.
( 25 ) Experts see some common threads in the spate of shootings : these adolescent boys can’t
manage their emotions. They feel rejected, enraged, jealous. They are kids who never learned
how to solve problems. —U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 3, '99, p.19.
( 26 ) Some key warning signs that kids may have crossed from run-of-the-mill teenage weird
into a danger zone : slipping grades, depression, dropping school activities, loss of appetite,
sleeplessness, increasing isolation, a new gang of friends parents don’t know.

—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 3, '99, p.22.
( 27 ') The boys involved in last year’ s shootings shared three traits : they were estranged
from family and classmates ( in some cases owing to poorly treated mental illness ) ; they had



146 RE A F 14 TICHDHENEHOEE

immersed themselves in a violent, entertainment subculture ; and they had ready access to
guns. —TIME, May 3, '99, p.39.
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( 28 ) Surely the cause is having access to guns. Or being a victim of abuse at the hands of
parents or peers. Or being immersed in a culture that glorifies violence and revenge. But there
isn’t one cause. And while that makes stemming the tide of youth violence a lot harder, it also
makes it less of an unfathomable mystery....The bottom line : you need a particular
environment imposed on a particular biology to turn a child into a killer.

—Newsweek, May 3, '99, p.32.
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( 29 ) Experts say the current spate of school shootings may in part reflect a “copycat”
phenomenon. Unfortunately, says criminologist James Alan Fox of Northeastern University,
there are fads in crime just as there are in food and fashion. “Years ago, it was freeway
shootings and then carjackings. This year it’s schoolyard shootings,” says Fox. That suggests
schools might not be killing venues for long. Until then, parents’ best hope for an end to the
schoolyard carnage may simply be the coming of summer vacation.

—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT., June 1, '98, p.21.
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( 30 ) There is of course no certain antidote to the kind of violence that claimed 13 lives at
Columbine High School in Colorado last week, no simple way to predict its occurrence, no magic
cure for the pathologies that make it possible.

— International Herald Tribune, April 26, '99, p.8.
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(31) Wayne Lapierre, executive vice president of the lobby headed by Charlton Heston, warns :
“Time is short....I am counting on you as a gun owner and as a patriotic, law-abiding American,
to accept your place in the history of freedom by joining the NRA.” He especially wants to
target the media. “Instead of doing their homework, and giving the American people the real
facts about guns and crime, the national media has simply repeated the lies put forth by the
gun-ban lobby!” To encourage folks to join, he included a $ 10-off coupon toward the annual
dues of $§ 35. —U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 24, '99, p.10.
( 32 ') With public opinion shifting against it, the NRA has resorted to more strident ads, and
mailings have become even more strident. “We cannot allow Bill Clinton to exploit the trauma
of Colorado to pass more useless laws,” grumped one NRA ally, Republican operative Grover
Norquist. “We can’t let this happen, and Democrats will pay if they try.”

—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 24, '99, p.29
(33) Colorado now is the hottest battleground, with gun adovocates trying to weaken local laws
even as antigun activists try to make Littleton the latest symbol of the cost of gun violence.

—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, May 10, '99, p.21
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(34) “There's not a magic wand you can wave,” said Gary Bauer.a conservative activist who
coincidentally laughed at his presidential campaign the day after the Littleton murders. Even
Pat Buchanan, after firing off a few half-hearted rounds at the “poison of our popular culture,”
could offer little more than a shake of the head. “There was something sick and wrong inside
those boys,” he said. “I don’t know how to stop it.” —TIME, MAY 3,99, p.52.
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(35) A national political landscape that had seemed settled on gun matters in recent years has
suddenly been given a new topography in the wake of the Colorado and Georgia shootings.
Democrats like Gore and his rival, former Senator Bill Bradley, are sure that gun control is a

winning issue. And their best evidence is perhaps the confusion in the enemy ranks. First the
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majority of Senate Republicans voted against requiring mandatory background checks at gun
shows. They then voted for it. —TIME, May 31, '99, p.53.
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( 36 ) It began in earnest last week. In a dramatic vote in the Senate, Vice President Al Gore
broke a 50— 50 tie to pass legislation requiring background checks on sales at gun shows and
the sale of safety locks or secure containers with new handguns.

—Newsweek, May 31, '99, p.26.
( 37 ) The Juvenile Crime Bill that passed in the Senate last week requires background checks
at gun shows, safety locks for handguns and stiffer penalties for juvenile offenders.

—Newsweek, May 31, '99, p.27.
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( 38 ) Mr.Clinton is as aware as anyone of the political risks in taking on the gun lobby. In 1994,
- after he forced a ban on assault weapons through Congress, the Democrats lost control of the
House and Mr.Clinton subsequently ascribed the loss to the gun lobby’s campaign against those
Democrats who had supported the ban. “The fight for the assault-weapons ban cost 20
members their seats in Congress,” Mr. Clinton said at the time. “The NRA is the reason the
Republicans control the House.” —TInternational Herald Tribune, April 28, '99, p.3
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(39 ) In the latest Pew Center polls, voters were asked whether they thought it was more

important to “protect the right of Americans to own guns,” or “control gun ownership.” By a

35 point margin ( 65—30 percent ), voters chose control. Asked the same questions six years

ago, voters chose “control” by only a 23 percent margin ( 57— 34 ).

—Newsweek, May 31, '99, p.27.

(40 ) Across the country, schools both public and private are turning to programs of character

education in hopes of inoculating kids -with the values of civility and integrity, against the

depredations of a popular culture that often seems to reward neither.
—TIME, May 24, '99, p.68.
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(41) The April shootings at Columbine High School horrified the nation, but it isn’t the risk of
violence that has most parents fretting this month as their kids head back to school. More
pressing are the everyday questions asked at this time of year by every mom and dad : Will the
kids learn to read and write? To do their math properly? Are classes too large? Is
prekindergarten a good idea? How can teachers and schools be made more accountable?

Most Americans find the answers less comforting than ever. “When you ask people what's
the most important issue heading into the year 2000, education is at the top of the list,” says
Democratic pollster Geoff Garin, who notes that more than half of Americans under 50 rate the
decline in the schools as the country’s most important problem. Adds political scientist William
Galston of the University of Maryland, a former adviser to President Clinton : “One of the big
things that has happened in the past decade is that parents at every socioeconomic level fee]
that a quality education will improve a child’s life chances. That’s a big change in the culture,

and the change is now shaping the debate.”
—U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, August 30, '99, p.24.
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® HEBIES2 FOHE
A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free State,
the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.
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