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Classification of Nursing Research’s Special Fields
From a Co-author Network of Nursing Research Articles

Tetsuo IMAT ™, Tomoko OISHI* and Takayasu KAWAGUCHI *

Abstract:Analysis of co-author networks of academic articles is known as a method to visualize activities
in researchers’ communities. In this article, which focuses on nursing research in Japan, a co-author network
of nursing articles is constructed from ICHUSHI database; and network communities are utilized to
characterize the disciplines of nursing research. It is shown that some network communities present highly
leader-dependent characteristics that vary from one discipline to another, and that set these communities

clearly apart from the main-stream.
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