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A Report on Online English Teaching at the University
Masaaki WATANABE™

Abstract: A wide expansion of COVID-19 has made almost all the universities in Japan discontinue teaching
in classrooms since April 2020 and then shift to online teaching. I aim to report the experiences, some of the
reflections, the students’ evaluation process, the feedback of teaching English through online classes, the
online evaluation examinations conducted under the instructions by the university staff, and teaching with

digital files of the textbooks at the Faculty of Informatics in Tokyo University of Information Sciences.
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There |s no dirdct ﬂlght from Japén to Ireland so | fidw via Ldndon. The cblour
of the plane to Ireland was green! | got my first téste of Ireland on the plane when
we were sérved lrish bréwn bread, bltter and chdese. Irish délry préducts are
delicious.

On the plane, all annéuncemenls were made in two lénguages. I understéod the
English, but | wcfndered what the Sther language was. The lefdy sftting néxt to me
ki'ndly expl:;ined that, whrlc Irish pef::ple speak English, they 4lso have a different
language called Ir!sh For exa’mple ‘How are you'? is ‘Cdnas ata tu’'? “1 in Irish. |
had alrafady begun Ieﬁrmng about Ireland, éven th(fugh | hadn't arn’ved yetl

After arrl\nng at Dublln Eflrport | shdwed rny péssport at :mmlqratton and
dnswered the quésllons | was &sked. Then, I colldcted my check-in Iuggage from
the convéyor belt. | also had one piece of ca’rry-on luggage, so | Used a trolley,
or c4rt, to make it easier to czfrry them. My hést fz{rnily met me at the arrfvals géte.
| had been wdrried, so | was delighted and relieved when they wélcomed me
with a hu‘c_) | told them that | was very héppy to stay wnh them.

Iam wntlng thls in my room. It is a pretty room in the Ioﬂ with a bathroom. | have
Just wéken up after a 12- hour sleep (! was very tlred and the bed was so
comfortable) and | am lobking férward to eallng my first Irish breakfast.
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After about a nine-hour flight, we amved in Canada yesterday moming! We took taxies from
the airport to the English Language Institute of the Umversity of British Columbia. They gave us
a placement test as soon as we enrolled in the summer Enghsh program They will put us mnto

classes appropniate for us, based on our test scores. The first class starts on Monday, and we must
arrive by 8:40 am.

Our host families arrived to pick us up in the late afternoon. I recognized Mr Brown, my host
father, at once. We had already exchanged emails and photographs online. He was so kind and
cheerful He quickly put my baggage mnto the trunk of his car and we started off It was a
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Monday, and we must arrive by 0:40 am.
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After about a nine-hour flight. we arrived in Canada yesterday morning! Wea took taxiss from the airport to the English Language Institute of the University of Britich Columbia. They
gave us a placement test as soon as we enrolled in the summer English program. They will put us into classes appropriate for us, based on our test scores. The first class starts on

Our host families arrived to pick us up in the late aftemoon. | recognized Mr Brown, my host father, at once. We had already exchanged emails and photographs online. He was so
kind and cheerful. He quickly put my baggage into the trunk of his car and we started ofi. [t was a twenty-minute drive to their house. | was introduced to each family member and led
to my room upatairs. That night, the family asked me a lot of questions about my life in Japan and about Japan in general. | realized that my life had changed so much in leas than
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