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Incantational Arrangement of Shrines on the Hokuso Plateau:
A Preliminary Study on the Locations of Shimousa Sanzan Shichinensai
Shrines, Fujiwara no Tokihira Shrines, Tenmangu Shrines, etc.

Hironobu MATSUSHITA*

Abstract: This preliminary study conducts an exploratory investigation of the implied meanings in the
arrangement of the Shimousa Miyama Shichinensai, Fujiwara no Tokihira, Tenmangu, and other shrines
located on the Shimousa Plateau. I visited nine shrines participating in the Seven Year Festival in Shimousa
Sanzan, four Tokihira Shrines in Yachiyo City, and Tenmangu Shrines and Tenjin Shrines scattered in the
Shimousa area. I then plotted the locations of the shrines on Google Maps, identified the locations (latitude,
longitude, and elevation) of the targeted shrines, collected the historical records of each shrine, and analyzed
the related historical documents. The results suggest that the four configuration figures are spatially structured
as follows: (1) the parallelogram of the Sanzan Shichinensai shrines; (2) the triangle of the Yachiyo Tokihira
shrines; (3) the Tenmangu shrine lines A and B; and (4) the rectangle of the Shimousa Shichinensai shrines.
Based on these findings, the possibility that the arrangement of these images implicitly indicates the risk of

flood damage peculiar to the area is discussed.

Keywords: Fujiwara no Tokihira, Sugawara no Michizane, Tenmangu, incantation, Seven Year Festival, Shi-
mousa Sanzan, Flood risk
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